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many times outnumber the cases of clinically
overt carcinoma. Since the reverse is the
case, it can be inferred that the precancerous
and occult stages, with identifiable cells in the
sputum, have a duration only a fraction of
that of the clinical disease, and this is not at
all hopeful for those who advocate periodic
screening.
There is a rather unscholarly historical
section beginning with a portrait of Leeuwen-
hoek, who is credited with having described
the microscopy of sputum " in his Philo-
sophical Transactions" (as I read that, I
thought the portrait gave a wink). Dr
Vassilakos lifted the statement direct from
Russell et al. (1963), who in their turn had
garbled it from an historical article by
Finlayson (1958). In fact, Leeuwenhoek
examined " spittle ", i.e. saliva.
At the end, tables of results are given
showing the material studied over a 2-year
period in Geneva. The analysis is presented
in such a way that one cannot discover
whether any cases without cancer were given
positive or suspicious reports, nor how many
cases of cancer were missed. Since these 2
measures of " specificity " and " sensitivity ",
will be looked for by every reader, the series
should be tabulated in a more complete form
in any subsequent edition.
This book achieves its purpose, as an
excellent picture-book comparing cytology
w,ith histology, and a most useful source of
references up to 1972. Both these features
can be appreciated even without any know-
ledge of French.
D. A. I. SPRIGGS
Clinical Thermography. J. D. WALLACE
and C. M. CADE (1975) Oxford: Blackwell
Scientific Publications. Price £7.80 net.
It seems clear that screening for cancer of
the breast leads to the detection of cancers at
an early stage and consequently to a reduction
in mortality. It was hoped that thermo-
graphy would provide a simple, cheap and
safe alternative to the repeated doses of
X-rays involved in most methods ofscreening
but this has not been achieved. The incidence
of false positive and equivocal results
precludes its use at present as a major method
ofscreening. In this monograph Drs Wallace
and Cade make it clear from the start that
they are well acquainted with the limitations
of the method.
They review in detail the development of
thermographic techniques and quote freely
from their own considerable experience.
Wisely, they concentrate mainly on the role
of thermography in cancer of the breast.
The development of more reliable methods
for placental localization, assessment of
cerebral blood flow and thyroid scanning
make these sections redundant.
Many believe that we should persist in
our attempts to improve the accuracy of
thermography and for those embarking on
research in this field an excellent list of
references is provided. It is unfortunate
that the use of many long words where a few
short ones would do will make this book
difficult and irritating for the British reader.
R. A. SELLWOOD
Clinical Use of Combinations of Anti-
biotics. Ed. J. KLASTERSKY (1976)
London: Hodder and Stoughton. viii+
195 pp. Price £5.45 net.
Clinical onicologists are doubly indebted to
antibiotics: first as users, since their patients
are prone to all manner of infections, and
secondly, because the principles of drug
interaction, as elucidated for antibiotics, can
to some extent be applied to cancer chemo-
therapy. Both aspects of antibiotic com-
bination were considered in the EORTC
symposium held in June 1974 and now
published.
The lapse of time has not in general
diminished the value of the contributions.
There are 3 excellent chapters by Cohen,
Klastersky and Lynn on the principles of
antibiotic combination and interaction; the
remainder mostly deal -with particular prob-
lems such as Haemophilus and other gram-
negative lung infections, tuberculosis, co-
trimoxazole and anti-viral drugs.
Inafewrespectsthesituation haschanged;
thus, the Hammersmith 5-drug regimen has
lost some favour on grounds of expense as
wvell as toxicity, and there is now more
definite evidence from various sources on the
probable benefit of intestinal antibiotics in
neutropenic patients; also the advent of an
intravenous preparation now makes co-
trimoxazole a suitable combination for acute
life-threatening infections and it has the
additional advantage, recently demonstrated,
of action against Pneurnocystis carinii.BOOK REVIEWS 213
This will be a useful book for many
physicians and pathologists although special-
ists in infectious disease should already be
familiar with its contents. One criticism is
the lack of reference, except in the first
chapter, to the costs, especially the com-
parative costs, of any of the drug combina-
tions tested or recommended. Admittedly
costs can change as can the value of the
currency, but it is unrealistic to ignore the
fact that drug combinations, whether they
are prescribed widely for say, chestinfections,
or less frequently in large doses in life-saving
emergencies, are expensive; their value is
related not only to their effectiveness but
inversely to their cost.
Similarly at £5.45 this slim volume is
distinctly " pricey ".
H. E. M. KAY
The CO2 Laser in Tumour Surgery.
R. VERSCHUEREN (1976) Amsterdam:
Royal Vangorcum. viii + 96 pp. Price
D.fl29.50.
This short book (it can be read in an
hour) is a useful introduction to the applica-
tion of the CO2 laser in tumour surgery.
Used as a focussed beam, this can vaporize
tumours, the depth of thermal damage
depending on the exposure time. Experi-
mental studies have indicated that when used
for this purpose, short bursts of high energy
safeguard the viability ofsurrounding tissues.
When used as a " knife " a laser beam proved
an efficient method for taking a biopsy of
bone, but in view of delay in healing, not for
a complete osteotomy. It did not prove
better than an ordinary knife for experi-
mental hepatic resections, but was believed
to be superior to electrosurgery for the
vaporization or transection of the stalk of
intestinal polyps and tumours.
The physics oflasers and the instrumenta-
tion required for surgical use is described and
illustrated and a useful reference list is
appended.
A. P. M. FORREST
Radiotherapy in Modern Clinical Prac-
tice. Ed. H. F. HOPE-STONE (1976)
Granada Publishing. x + 358 pp. Price
£10.00 net.
Dr Hope-Stone has chosen a very difficult
middle path for this book. It is relatively
easy, although time-consuming, to edit an
exhaustive text, more difficult to produce
brief but balanced notes designed to help
candidates for a specific examination, but
most difficult ofall to bring a very specialized
subject to the more general reader wNho
requires simplification and clarity without
sacrificing too much of the contentious
material which is inevitably associated with
recent advances. This book is intended to
help general physicians, surgeons and hospital
doctors to understand something of the
principles and practice ofradiotherapy and of
its place in the management of malignant
disease, whilst at the same time " high-
lighting the advances which have been made
in the last few years ".
The general chapters on the technical
aspects of radiotherapy (B. S. Mantell), on
radiobiological studies and clinical problems
in radiotherapy (G. Wiernik), on fast neutron
therapy and the oxygen effect (Mary
Catterall), and on computing in radiotherapy
(M. Cohen), are among the most effective and
should be ofmost value to the general reader.
The remaining chapters take the diseases by
system or region and, although dealing
mainly with radiotherapy, other aspects of
oncology such as cytotoxic chemotherapy aire
included. The presentation is competent
but variable, Hope-Stone's own chapters on
tumours of the nervous system and the
reticuloses being particularly well balanced.
In most chapters adequate references are
quoted to direct further reading. The con-
sultant physician or surgeon who already has
a general concept of the potentialities of
radiotherapy in the common tumours is
unlikely to find this book ofhelp with rarities
or unusual complications, but it should help
the trainee who wants more general guidance.
The reviewer is only too well aware of the
speed with which the written word can date.
The burning topic in the field of breast
malignancy is the place of adjuvant chemo-
therapy in the management of the early case
but this is not mentioned in the chapter on
carcinoma of the breast, presumably as this
controversy has been widely aired only in the
past 2 years, after the manuscript had been
passed to the publisher.
The production is beautiful, as it should
be at the price. One ofthe few errors is that
although hypernephroma is treated in the
text on p. 286 the index refers one to p. 289.
This book does not quite measure up to